2017 UNMC / AHEC Regional Science Meets
You can attend any regional meet that fits your schedule.

Ainsworth – February 22
Crete – February 16
Scottsbluff – March 1
Fremont – March 8
North Platte with NJAS – February 16
Crete – March 22
Grand Island – February 23
Omaha – March 11
Norfolk – March 23

October 2016
Dear Eighth Grade Science Teacher:
In the spring of 2017, the Nebraska Area Health Education Centers (AHECs) will host nine regional science
meets for eighth graders. The Nebraska AHECs have been coordinating regional science meets in Nebraska
since 2004. The top students from the regional meets are invited to attend the State Science Meet at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) in Omaha on June 8-10, 2017. During the State Science Meet,
students participate in hands-on science and health activities. Through activities such as the science meets, we
can work together to “grow our own” health professionals for Nebraska.
If you have questions about how to prepare your students, there are a number of veteran teachers who would
be happy to serve as mentors. Contact your local AHEC if you are interested in making this connection.
To make this program successful, we ask that you:
1.

Inform all 8th grade* students in your school/organization about the program.
* Students in grades 7 – 12 can attend the North Platte or Scottsbluff meet held in conjunction with the Nebraska Junior
Academy of Science (NJAS.) NJAS winners from each grade are eligible for the NJAS State Science Fair in Lincoln in
April.

2. Supply all interested students with copies of the Student Information Sheet and send the registration
form home to be signed by a parent/guardian. Collect $10 registration fee for each participating student.
Lunch will be provided at the Regional Science Meets. Every student will receive a T-shirt. Contact the
sponsoring AHEC if you need to request student fee waivers.
3. Complete the community contact forms for any teacher who is going to be a primary contact between
your school and the sponsoring AHEC.
4. Mail or fax or e-mail both sides of the completed student registration forms along with the community
contact form to the AHEC organizing the event you plan to attend.
5. If you are having trouble meeting the registration deadline, please contact the appropriate AHEC.
While waiting for your paperwork to arrive at a later date, the AHEC can still recruit enough judges, order
food, etc. if they know how many students are planning to attend.
6. Notify students that projects must be done individually in order to qualify for consideration to attend the
UNMC State Science Meet in June.
7. Prepare students to talk with judges for 2-3 minutes about their display board showing their project,
process and results.

Contact your local AHEC if you would like someone to come to your school and give a presentation about
the science meets.

Northern Nebraska AHEC
Gretchen Forsell
110 N 16th St., Ste 2
Norfolk, NE 68701

(402) 644-7253
gforsell@nnahec.org

Southeast Nebraska AHEC
Drew Case
Doane College
303 N 52nd St.
Lincoln, NE 68504

(402) 381-8421
drew.case@doane.edu

Central Nebraska AHEC
Judy Ritta
3180 West Hwy 34
Grand Island, NE 68801-7279

(308) 385-5074
judy@cn-ahec.org

Nebraska Panhandle AHEC
Wendy Wells
1601 E 27 St.
Scottsbluff, NE 69361

(308) 635-6711
wwells@unmc.edu

Omaha AHEC
Liza Arellano
5017 Leavenworth St., Suite 101
Omaha, NE 68106

(402) 502-1207
liza@ahecomaha.org

UNMC and the Nebraska AHECs would like to thank:
• Nebraska Coalition for Lifesaving Cures for their sponsorship,
• Northern Nebraska AHEC for creating the Student Information Sheet, and
• Mrs. Lee Brogie, a science teacher at Wayne Middle School in Wayne, Neb. for compiling the
information for the “Suggestions for Teacher Preparation” and “Resources and Helpful Web Sites”
handouts.

